
FBL Ulrich Mergner                     

1

Life in Forests Conference 21.March 2017 Sopron

Nature conservation and forest 

management in Steigerwald

by Ulrich Mergner, Ebrach
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Cut and leave, Romania

(Photo: Ulrich Mergner)
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Danube valley, 

Romania

(Photo: Ulrich Mergner)
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We urgently need examples for alternative 

concepts :

Timber harvesting in accordance with 

nature in Ebrach/Bayerische 

Staatsforsten
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Revier¿bersichtskarte Forstbetrieb Ebrach
Information Forest

Enterprise Ebrach:

250 km enterprise borders: compact but not continuous forest area

Ancient cultural land ïdense settlement

Increment/year:  140.000 mį

75% Broadleaves, 25% Conifers

Mean age: 90 years

17.000 ha total, 16. 500 ha forest

16.800 ha Landscape 

protection area

11.500 ha Natura2000 area

High demand for fuel wood

Many hardwood specialized 

sawmills

Harvest/year: 103.000 mį

Sale/year:      85.000 mį

6 Mio ú Turnover,

95% from timber sales
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Mission:

To deliver 

demands in 

optimal way

Demand : Sawn timber 

nearly 25 Sawmills

50.000 mį/year

Demand : Recreation

Visitors, Loclas, Communities

125 hiking trails= 336km

Demand : Drinking 

water

600 springs, 241 ha Water 

protection areas

Demand: Conservation

Large beech forest area

11.500 ha Natura2000 areas

NGOs demand National Park

Demand : Hunting

ca. 60 ï70 hunters

More than 1000 hunters during driven 

hunts

Demand : Fuel wood

2000 customers

15.000 mį/year

Demand : Working place

60 workers

12 contractors

30 Sawmills

Demand :

Fibres

ca. 10 customers, 7000 mį/year
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Targets for state forest according to Art. 18 of Bavarian 

Forest Law:

Management aims for state forests is 

to optimize the total value of all 

ecosystem services
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The most

difficult

compromise

Demand : Sawn timber 

nearly 25 Sawmills

50.000 mį/year

Demand: Conservation

Large beech forest area

11.500 ha Natura2000 areas

NGOs demand National Park

Demand : Fuel wood

2000 customers

15.000 mį/year

Demand : Working place

60 workers

12 contractors

30 Sawmills
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Fuel wood sales

Forstbetrieb 

Ebrach:

2300 customers 

in 150 villages
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Besuch MD Neumeyer 
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Timber sales

60 Sªgewerke in 

der Region 

Steigerwald


